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Philosophy: It is my hope that the High School Band will provide the students with the opportunity for a comprehensive musical experience. The class is a performance-oriented class that will stress performance skills in as many different forms and mediums as possible. We will also study rudimentary theory, composers, and different historical periods and their relative musical styles and performance styles. If, at any time, a question comes up that is not explained in this packet, the parent or student will be expected to seek clarification in a timely manner. It is expected that this packet will answer most, if not all, questions that may arise through the course of the year. Parents and students both will be expected to read these policies so that there will be no questions regarding the nature of the student's participation. 

Most important is the understanding that by taking this class the student is not simply looking for a personal experience in music education, they are also making and accepting a substantial commitment to the musical experience and educational experience of the other students.

Grading: Students’ grades will be based on the following criteria:



Performances



40%



Classroom participation

35%

Playing tests



15%



Written work



10%



Total




100%


Performance attendance – The value of each performance will be adjusted each card marking depending on the total number of performances in that period.


Playing tests – Students will have the choice with playing tests to play either in class for the teacher or after school for a tape recorder.  Students who choose to not take a playing test will receive a grade of “incomplete” for the term.  Please consult your ERHS student handbook on proper procedures in this event.


Written work – Written work in a music class can come in many forms and will be different every time. The specific grading for each assignment will be outlined when the project is assigned.


Classroom participation – This portion of the grade is based largely on preparation for class. Following sections of the handbook are more descript in this area. 


SPECIAL NOTE: Band is a year long class and cannot be taken for only one trimester under any circumstances. By signing and returning the slip at the end of this handbook, both student and parent acknowledge their yearlong commitment to the band program.

Performance Attendance: When the school year begins there is such a shock of coordinating family schedules and school/community events. I have enclosed in this packet the calendar for band. Every attempt was made to be as specific as possible to help as you plan your family calendars.

Many questions arise regarding attendance during the year because there are so many band events happening. I want to take a moment and clarify my expectations.

1.
Attendance is vital to the success of this program and a portion of each student’s grade is his or her attendance record. When a student is absent in band, unlike many other classes, the entire section of students must adjust and make changes. Failure to make a performance will be reflected in your grade. It does not only affect the individual, but actually the entire group. We need you!

2.
Any absence from a performance must be handled through a parental contact to Mr. Gumbrecht directly. If you know of a conflict in the schedule, I must have at least three weeks advanced written notice from your parent or guardian before the event in question. After-the-fact excuses are understandable only in extreme situations. I hope everyone involved will examine every possibility to allow your student to make our performance. In the event of an excused performance absence, an alternate assignment will be given (usually another performance option). Unexcused performance absences may not be made up.

3.
Students are expected to be at all rehearsals and sectionals. Please schedule doctor appointments, senior pictures, work, test retakes, etc. on a day that does not conflict with rehearsals. Some situations regarding illness and doctor appointments are clearly necessary but please use discretion when missing a rehearsal and contact me as soon as possible.  Attendance will be taken at sectionals and missing students will lose points accordingly
4.
Eaton Rapids athletic events will sometimes conflict and I will try very hard to work with other coaches so that the students can do multiple activities. We have not had many problems in this area in the past. I ask that we be as flexible as possible regarding rehearsals, practices, games, and performances. If practices conflict, speak with me so that we may work something out. Performances always take priority.

5.
Performance grades will be based on punctuality, behavior, and effort. Simply put—be on time, be polite, and give your best effort.

Every member of the band is obligated to attend every rehearsal (regular and extra) and every public appearances of this organization. Personal illness, death in the immediate family, and discretion of the director and the building principal will be accepted as legitimate excuses if the director is notified in ADVANCE by the parent/guardian. If a student is suspended and is out during the time of a performance, or after school practice, the student shall not be allowed to participate in the performance.

Only three excuses will be accepted for missing a performance and extra rehearsals: 

1) Extreme Personal illness

2) Death in the immediate family

3) Discretion of the director and building principal.
Participation: Students will earn four participation points each day.  Reasons to have points deducted are:

· Not having all class materials (instrument, music, reed, etc.)

· Being tardy (see tardy policy later in handbook)

· Failure to pay attention or otherwise distract students

A weekly record will be kept and put into the gradebook.  

Band Camp: All high school students are expected to attend band camp. It is extremely important because of the incredible amount of work that needs to be accomplished in order for the band to look and sound professional by the first game. In addition to the classroom needs, band camp is usually the time when the band really is given an opportunity to get to know each and become friends before school starts.

Failure to attend band camp will result in the following consequence:

· Student will not perform in marching band activities until the director has decided they are up to the level of performance of other band members. Full performance credit will not be given for these performances.

Uniform Etiquette: While in uniform (marching or concert), you are representing not only yourself and fellow band members, but all members of the Eaton Rapids community. You should always present a positive image while in uniform. The following rules should be observed: 


Show respect for those around you—never speak negatively of another ensemble.


Foul language will absolutely not be tolerated in uniform.


No eating in uniform unless as a group or OK’d by the director.


The marching uniform should be worn in its entirety at all times. No half-open jackets, suspenders hanging down, no wearing your hat, etc. We will put on and take off our hats as a group.


The simple rule to think about: if you need to think about whether or not it’s a good idea to do something in uniform—then it probably isn’t.

General Classroom Expectations: Classroom rules are very simple—

1.
Do unto others as you would have them do unto you

2.
No talking while the teachers is on the podium

3.
Be in your seat and ready to play by the time announcements are finished

4.
Always be prepared and have all materials ready (NOTE: BEGINNING TODAY, YOU NEED A PENCIL ON YOUR STAND EVERY DAY FOR THE REST OF YOUR LIFE).
5.
Respect other people and their property

6.
Don’t distract others from doing their best—keep yourself engaged

7.
No food, gum, candy, pop, etc. in the band room
Consequences are also very simple—

1.
Verbal warnings will be followed by detentions to be served at the discretion of the director

2.
Administration and parents will be notified if needed

All school-wide behavior guidelines and consequences will also be adhered to as outlined in the ERHS student handbook.

Tardy Policy: Students must be on time to class in order to receive full participation credit. Students that are tardy to class will only be able to receive 50% participation credit for the day. Students that are tardy more than three times a grading period will not receive any participation credit for the days they are tardy beyond five.

Repairs: Marshall Music provides us with weekly repair service. Repairs generally take only a week and usually a loaner will be available although that is not a guarantee. All repair forms must have a parent or student signature (this does not include school instruments) and must be in the instrument case. It is perfectly acceptable to use a repair service other than Marshall’s. However, if a service other than Marshall’s is used, a receipt from the shop you use will be necessary to excuse the days you are without your instrument.

Music: The music we use in band comes from the Eaton Rapids Music Department music library. This means that when the student is given music, it is the same as checking out a book from the library. Each student will be given their own copy of music, and is expected to return it in the same condition that they received it. The music should be marked in pencil only and erased before it is returned. This will ensure that other students will be able to use the music in the future. Students may also sign out additional music such as solos and method books from the director on an individual basis. Students that lose or damage music will be assessed a fine for the cost of replacement. Fines for music books, solos, and ensemble parts will be set at current replacement cost.

Jazz Band: Jazz band is open to students currently enrolled in the HS band program. Jazz band is its own class with a separate grade (though grading criteria is the same). Participation in the jazz band is dependent on concurrent enrollment in the marching/concert band. Exceptions to this rule are extremely rare, are based on the discretion of the director and are generally related to instrumentation needs.  Enrollment in the jazz class can be a term by term basis but to participate in the actual jazz band will require a full year enrollment.
Practicing: It is essential that students practice their instruments outside of class in order to improve. The time spent in band is for rehearsing music—not looking at it for the first time. If you are not practicing your instrument, you are not prepared for class. Students who are not musically prepared for class will not receive full participation credit and it will be reflected in their grade.

Extra Help: I am available after school for extra help. All the student needs to do is ask and I will be happy to schedule a time to work with them.

Private Lessons: I highly recommend that all students take private lessons. It is the single greatest way to accelerate a student’s learning. I can help you locate a private teacher for your student if you are interested.

Extra Credit: Extra credit may be earned by attending other music oriented events. A student must bring back a concert program and write a summary of the concert describing what they heard and why they liked or disliked it. Another good thing to include (but not required) are any questions the concert may cause a student to think of. 

Good concert ideas include other HS or college band concerts, college music recitals, and almost anything else. Any concert in which YOU are a performer—same ensemble or not—will not be accepted. Football games where a band performs at halftime are not accepted—although a marching band event with more than one band performing is acceptable

Solo and Ensemble: Optional—All students are encouraged to participate in the annual District VIII solo and ensemble festival. These performances are in a recital format and are given before an audience and a professional musician/specialist on that particular instrument. The audiences are generally small (usually just parents, friends and maybe a few students from other schools) and the atmosphere somewhat informal. The adjudicator will write a critique of the student’s performance, talk to the student, and award a “rating” or overall to each performer. Depending on the rating, the students may also receive a medal for their performance. The festival is held in mid-February. After school help is provided for all students participating.

Contacting the teacher: The absolute best way to get a hold of Mr. Gumbrecht is through email at agumbrecht@erpsk12.org  You may also call at 663-6777.  Band information can also be found on the website.

Personal Contract

Although you may not agree with some or all of these policies, there is a choice. If a student chooses to remain in the class, it is an indication that he/she accepts the policies and agrees to abide by them. If a student feels he/she cannot accept these policies he/she should consider choosing a different elective in the future. Confirmation of the understanding and acceptance of these policies should be indicated below and returned by October 1,  2010. The timely return of this slip will be counted as a writing assignment in the gradebook.

 

I have read and understand the policies governing my student’s participation in the Eaton Rapids High School Band Program. By remaining in band at Eaton Rapids High School, I am indicating my acceptance and support of those policies and choose to abide by them.

I give permission for the Eaton Rapids High School and Eaton Rapids Band Boosters to use pictures taken of my child by either photographic, video or digital means for the purpose of promoting the Eaton Rapids Public Schools band program, performances and events.

Agree_____
Disagree_____
Student name (printed)______________________________________________________

Student signature_________________________________________ Date______________

Parent/Guardian signature____________________________________________________
RETURN BY FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1!
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