What Is Band?  Taken from the September 2008 Band Booster Newsletter 

The class schedules are getting finalized as the beginning of the school year nears.  Yes, there it is on your student’s schedule – BAND.  Students know pretty much what will be expected of them and we parents have a fairly good idea what the ERPS band program is all about.  Or do we………?    

It is a program which sparks, builds and rewards self esteem, character, teamwork and leadership among at least 350 students every single day.  Students play to their full potential because they want to.  Bad calls by coaches, referees or umpires simply do not exist.  On this team, no one sits on the bench.  There are no losers.  Every student plays, every time.  Every student wins, every time.  

It is a program where every one of the 115 participating high school students become instant ambassadors for our school district and our community.  They will represent our schools and community to over 75,000 people outside of the local area in this school year alone.  

It is a program showcasing our school’s outstanding programming and student achievements with free, public performances multiple times during the year.  Parents, relatives and community members with no close school connections never leave disgruntled or disappointed.  They leave proud, uplifted and always pleasantly surprised.  Eaton Rapids community pride swells when the Greyhound Marching Band’s colored flags, percussion cadence, precision marching dance steps and energetic music are part of a parade.    

It is a program beginning with 85-100 5th grade students every year (if their families can afford it or not) and continues with eager, active and engaged students through our 6th grade, middle school and high school students.  The talents and skills seeded in 5th grade carry over to post-high school education choices, career paths and personal enjoyment way beyond high school.  

As every building needs a solid foundation on which to stand, our band program has educators, programming and proper building space for sustaining an unyielding firm base.  How fortunate we are for the excellence our school district now has in these areas.

But solid foundations also need mortar – willing volunteers.  People like you and me to provide inspiration, guidance, assistance and support to preserve our stellar instrumental music program – band -- with its highly successful track record, outstanding impact on our young people, and positive reputation within and outside of our school buildings.  

This is the mission of Band Boosters.  With your help, we can give every 5th grader who wants to give band a try the opportunity and the means to do so.  With your help, we can provide every continuing band student the opportunity, support, instruction and programming for them to excel as a person, an individual musician and as a band.  With your help, we can.  With your help, we will.  




Chris Larson, Band Booster President



















